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Dr. Philip D. ‘Tilson contributes the followin: to our Special Feature De- 
pertment s . Toa Joao mex 


In the last war when I was in active service in France, I used to get com- 
plaints from the doctors who were still in civil practice, about the hardships and 
difficulties that they were encountering in carrying on their hospital work and 
oracticee I never took these very seriously at the time but now that I am on the 
receiving end, I find that they did not overstate their case. The war has brought 
great changes in e very short time in the operation of our Hospital, On the ortho- 
paedic sice with the impending departure of Drs. Rizzo, Horwich, Cobb and Dial, the 
only members of the orthopaedic staff who will remain are Stephens, “/agner and my= 
self. We fortunately have three younger members who are physically unacceptable to 
the A‘rmy. These include Drs. vomSaal, Ramsay Straub and Ralph Rowen, and they have 
been advanced temporarily to the rank of assistant attending surgeons and we six 
will do the work. ‘fe are helped by six orthopaedic residents who are here for 
periods of one year. All but two of these are physically unfit for military service. 
On the Surgical Drs. Burdick, Beekman, Gillespie, Grace, Hurley and Maier are doing 
the work. Their resident staff has been reduced to onee A recent graduate of their 
service, Dr. tm. Yankiver, has been put up to the rank of assistant ettending sur- 
geone As you will see, promotions here at the Hospital for Special Surgery seem to 
be made more rapidly than they do with many of you in the Army. 


Ye have had a very interesting time during the last two months with our 
first group of students.from P. & 5. who are taking a third year elective in surgery. 
This course lasts two months and the men spend the entire day at the hospital. “ve 
use them in operating as well as in the examination of patients. Dr. Merritt Shobe 
-viho was one of our last group was eble to live in the hospital and on leaving he 
said thet he thought he should be given the title of Attending Catheter Surgeon. I 
think it would have been Merritted. 


Philip D. Wilson, M.D, 
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Seaside Hospital of St. John's Guild, our former convalescent hospital 
which was closed on October 1, 1942, has been taken over by the government for the 
duration and six months after. We learn that the government is making considerable. 
changes in the present plant and putting up many new buildings. It will be ready 
for occupancy as an Army casualty hospital with 270 beds on August 15, It is 
plenned to develop the hospital to a maximum of 550 beds. Considerable renovetion is 
being carried on in the hospital proper. All the four warés will be used for patients 
and the central portion or what we call the service building is being renovated for 
wards. The kitchen on the top floor has been dismantled and this floor will be used 
as a ward for psychiatric cases. A new mess hall and kitchen is being built between 
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the hospital proper and the power plant. The Operating Rooms on the top floor of 
the service building are being remodeled and are being furnished vith modern operat- 
ing room equipment. The Lewis Cottage will probably be remodeled and be the quarters 
of the Commanding Officer. One portion of the Nurses' home will be used for nurses 
and the other portion for officers' quarters. in officers' mess is being built be- 
tiveen the nurses' home end the street. Tio U-shaped barracks are being built there 
the formor tennié tourt used’ to be. They will go from the street almost back to 

the power plant, and from the Catholic Church on the Northeast over the former road 
leading to the hospital, which roed is being re-located. Back of these barracks for 
the enlisted personnel, towards the shore, 4 warehouse is being built. The govern- 
ment hes also taken over the property to the northeast including the large hotel 
which till probably be used for the further development of the hospital. The house 
which lir. Pierce still occupies will probably be taken over for steff purposes but 
Mr, Pierce will be retained as a civilian employee and will move to a house of his 
orm across the street from the Seaside grounds. . 


. Captain Kincheloe paid.us a visit on May 7th. He makes a fine appearance 
in his uniform and the female hearts fluttered more than cver. He was on his way 
pack. to Kennedy General Hospitel, Memphis, Tenn., having taken a patient from his 
hospital to.a hospital near Syracuse, N.Y. It was good to see him again. 


The patient whom we reported in the last issue of the Record and Chronicle 
ag haying purchased $6,150. in ‘Yer Bonds left the hospital on May 3rd. On leaving . 
he presented each of the two charge nurses with a $25. Bond end all the Nursing 
Attendants on the floor with $15. in ‘lar Stamps. 


Dr. Isabel Bittinger Ball-announces the arrival of a daughter on May 15th. 
More about Mr. Stork leter. 7 / 


Captain Cooper, dropped in the hospital, last week. He says thet he has 
seen nearly 50 cases which have been treated by Najor Ernie Myers at Bushnell 
Hospital, Brigham, Utah. He is also head of the Brace Shop and hopes to send one of 
his corpsmen up here to receive some training in our Brace Shop. | 


“fe will soon have to ask irs. Olive Fischer to make us another Honor Roll, 
as the present Honor Roll has a total of 56 names and there are only a few spaces - 
left. | 


Dr. Peter Rizzo will be one who will soon go on the Honor Roll. On May 25th 
he is reporting as a Major to the Lovell General Hospital, Ft. Devens, Mass., where. 
he will be appointed to the Medical Replacement Pool on a temporary assignment. 


Another name to go on the Honor Roll is that of Edward Stroh, D.D.S. who 
reports for duty on June lst at the Naval Station, Norfolk, Virginia as a 
Lieutenant, jeGe 


Last month we spent about $150. putting Help ‘/anted ads in the newspapers 


A letter has been received from Bob Bachmeyer, who is now a 2nd Lieutenant 
in the Medical Administretive Corps of the A.U.S. He took his oath on May ist end 
will report to. the Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, Pa. on May 21st for six weeks train- 
ing. Then he-will goto Ft. Benjamin Harrison for four weeks further training. He 
writes thet "Lieutenant Colonel Thompson is doing a really swell job at “alter Reed 
Hospital and I get that straight from one of his patients. “This lad is a Captain in 
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the Air Corps and Tommy had to amputate one of his legs. He thinks Tommy the great- 
est guy on earth". 


Ke Ge has received « letter from Lieut. Frances Dunlop. She ‘rites, 
"At this writing you find ne sitting, in our hotel room alone, my roommate lliss or 
rether Lt. Hardy, havin;z; left for a swim - enjoyinz at last the pleesure of saying 
that ve left.and are in North «éfrice setting up a lovely hospital, Home never had 
the significance it does 107 until I hed vatehed many miles of spray spread out be- 
hind. our shine I was @ good seaman you may whe suro,y nevor missed a meal, in this 
strange place we hear French spoken by many pecpie. The hevits and dregs of Bibli- 
cal times meets that of our trestern world. ‘ie izili be working in © beautiful build- 
_ing. Fine architecture abounds here, and so do lovely gardens. i've seen ‘rabian 
horses, burros and camels. ierdships and poverty are also Truits of the war. We 
are comforteble, but oh? for U. &. plumbing - and efficiency: I have received the 
Record and Chronicle and enjoy readings of our cclloagues. I think with pleasure of 
my nice friends at R. & C. God bless ‘em’ Am I still singing? Sure, sang on board 
ship for the boys. Best to all". 


Olive Fischer has received a letter from Mejor "Fiji" Fritz “aknitz. He 
writes "I have long admired and respected.both your artistry ancy your unfailing ine 
sight into human nature. I -ssupnose ina way it is tho one that makes the other. 
Your recent addendum to the Record and Chronicle further confirms my feeiing about 
these virtues, particularly the latter. i am at the moment considering whether or 
not I should use this sketch to start my "pin up" collection, There‘s an idea - 
Esquire has its Vargas, Coronet its Petty, R. & C. its Fischer. Ever the critical, 
I must add there is one discrepancy, The ladies of the island, at least of the sea- 
coast rim, have unfortunately long since abandoned the grass skirt in favor of the 
unromantic, European long dress". . 


Ye heard from one of our members stationed with the troops in a foreign 
country. He was growling about his trouovles. The person to whom he was talking 
said that he had no right to complain, as he himself had been in the service over 
six months and had just heard from his Draft Board thet he had been classified 4F. 


At the annual meeting of the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
in Buffalo, on May 5th, a jcvins session of the Sections of Radiology and Orthopaedic 
Surgery was arranged as a "quiz program” to "stump the experts". For three hours 
xerey films of interesting and unusual bone end joint cases, with short histories, 
vere fired at the so-ceiled experts. These long suffering individuals were supposed 
to. produce the correct disgnosis, ziving at the same time a short ciscussion of the 
differentiel diagnosis ard of the pathological processes, - ali within a matter of 

a few seconds, or at most, a minute or ‘t vo. “e hope thet the Medical Seciety did 
not have to give out too many Encyclopaedia Britanuxges and “ar Bonds for incorrect 
ANSErS « 


One night last week, Mr. George Shannon neatly locked himself in the 
animal dissection room next to Mrs. Fischer's studio on the 6th floor. It must be 
the height of something or other when the Superintendent of Maintenance locks him 
self in a room and has to berg on the door for 2+ hours until the watchman makes 
his rounds in this section of the hospital to get him out of his predicament. 


Pop Snvder has returned from the State Convention in Buffalo with glowing 
reports of the exhibit put on by the Nutritional Research Laboratories, which labo- 
retories are subsidizing the Arthritis research at this nospital, He reports that 
this exhibit was developed by Dr. Blackberg of the Nutritional Research Laboratories 
and Dr. Goldberg, Pathologist of the Presbyterian Hospital, Nevark, N.J. Two-thirds 


of this exhibit came from the Arthritis Department of this hospitel and it consisted 
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of drawings made by Mrs. Olive Fischer illustrating the different types of arthritis. 
These drawings were accompanied by vax models also made here in our Clinic tyro yeers 
agoe The specimens of the pathologicel exhibit vere supplied by Dr. Goldberg, but 
they also used some of our pethological specimens. The exhibit received the gold 
medal at the convention. Pop “as greetly encouraged by this and states he is now 
going to start to prepare an exhibit entirely from this hospital on our Arthritis 
cork with the idea of trying to duplicate this feet and win the gold medal next year 
et the State Medical Association leeting. 


Dr. Roderick Grace hes just returned from the Americen Surgical Association 
Veetine held <2t Cinncinneti on May Mth end 15th. Colonel Coley also attended this 
meetinc. Colonel Coley is nov home on a brief furlough and will speak at our ovn 
clinical conference, Thursday, May 20th, on the subject, "Orthopaedic Activities of 
Hospitals of a Service Command", 


Over the weekend, F. %’. Keller, the Director, visited the Executive Officer 
at the Naval Hospital at Cemp Endicott, training base of the Seabees at Davisville, 
RI He also had a chance to visit the edjoining Naval Air Station at fuonset. It 
certainly vas an impressive and revealing experience to visit these two expansive 
bases enc to see that the Nevy has done and is doing in the traixing of men just in 
these tyo bases in Rhode Island. He vas greatly impressed as to the way the Navy 
has improved since he was discharged from it in 1918, especially es to the way mene 
power is conserved by recent developments. For the entire base they had only one 
‘ bugler who blew his bugle into a microphone which sounded through the barracks over 
a larce number of square miles, whereyin the lest var, they had a bugler for each 
regiment. They elso see: to be saving men from standing sentry duty by surrounding 
the entire bese with unusually hich fences; petrols in jeeps; and civilian guards. 


On May 19th a Tea was held at the hospital for the Volunteers at which 
Tea, chevrons will be avarded these gracious ladies for their voluntary servicee 
They have done an outstanding piece of work here et this hospital and well deserve 
this recognition. During the entire year of 1942, they have given 17,688 hours of 
service, compared with 6,720 hours in 1941. For the first four months of this year 
they heve given 13,323 hours of service. We are indeed grateful to these ladies for 
helping us in these most trying times. This volunteer work given to voluntary 
hospitals certainly exemplifies the true spirit of our democratic America. 


These ere trying days for our hospital and we are also grateful to our 
many employees who are so faithfully executing their duties sometimes under severe 
herdship end long hours. 


